Confession and Forgiveness

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church
240 Lincoln Avenue, Rockville Centre, NY 11570
Rev. David Grainson, Pastor
Office Phone: 516-766-2815
Office Hours: Mon, Wed, Fri 9 AM – 12 PM
E-mail: htlcrvc@optonline.net / Worldwide Web: www.holytrinitylutheranchurchrvc.com

Pastor: Let us pray with confidence for healing and for wholeness
All: Merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and
deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you
with our whole heart and mind and strength. We have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves.
In your mercy forgive what we have been, help us amend our lives, and direct our steps
to walk in the ways of the Christ so that we may delight in your will and walk in your
ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Pastor: The mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting. I declare to you, in the name
of Jesus Christ, + you are forgiven of all of your sins.
May the God of mercy, who forgives you all your sins, strengthen you in all goodness, and
by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.

Opening Hymn and Greeting
Kyrie
Pastor: Lord have mercy
All:

Lord have mercy on us

Pastor: Christ have mercy
All:

Christ have mercy on us

Pastor: Lord have mercy
All:

Lord have mercy on us

Hymn of Praise

January 10, 2021 – Baptism of Our Lord
Music Director: Robert DiPasquale

Pastor: Glory to you O God. Glory to you in the highest.
All: We pray for peace to all of your people on earth.
Lord our God, you create and hold in being all that is.
We your people honor you. We worship you. We give you thanks.

the LORD shakes the wilder- | ness of Kadesh. R
The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe and strips the | forests bare.
And in the temple of the LORD all are | crying, “Glory!”
10
The LORD sits enthroned a- | bove the flood;
the LORD sits enthroned as king for- | evermore.
11
O LORD, give strength | to your people;
give them, O LORD, the bless- | ings of peace. R

Lord Jesus Christ, love of God made human,
you show us a path out of sin and you invite us daily to follow.
Have mercy on us.
You have not left us alone, but are with us until the end of the age.
Hear our prayer.
For you are Holy.
You alone are the way, the truth, and the life.
And all who follow you will have the light of life.
You alone are the Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God.
Amen.

Opening Prayer
First Reading: Genesis 1:1-5
1

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2the earth was a formless void and
darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the
waters. 3Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. 4And God saw that the light was
good; and God separated the light from the darkness. 5God called the light Day, and the darkness he
called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day.

Psalm: 29
1

Ascribe to the | LORD, you gods,
ascribe to the LORD glo- | ry and strength.
2
Ascribe to the LORD the glory | due God’s name;
worship the LORD in the beau- | ty of holiness.
3
The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of | glory thunders;
the LORD is upon the | mighty waters.
4
The voice of the LORD is a pow- | erful voice;
the voice of the LORD is a | voice of splendor. R
5
The voice of the LORD breaks the | cedar trees;
the LORD breaks the ce- | dars of Lebanon;
6
the LORD makes Lebanon skip | like a calf,
and Mount Hermon like a | young wild ox.
7
The voice | of the LORD
bursts forth in | lightning flashes.
8
The voice of the LORD| shakes the wilderness;

9

Second Reading: Acts 19:1-7
1

While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions and came to Ephesus, where
he found some disciples. 2He said to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you became
believers?” They replied, “No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.” 3Then he said,
“Into what then were you baptized?” They answered, “Into John’s baptism.” 4Paul said, “John
baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in the one who was to come
after him, that is, in Jesus.” 5On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 6When
Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke in tongues and
prophesied—7altogether there were about twelve of them.

Gospel: Mark 1:4-11
4

John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness
of sins. 5And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going
out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 6Now John was
clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7He
proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down
and untie the thong of his sandals. 8I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the
Holy Spirit.”
9

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 10And
just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending
like a dove on him. 11And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am
well pleased.”

Sermon
Hymn of the Day

Nicene Creed
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayer of Intercession
Sign of Peace
Offertory Prayer
Holy, Holy, Holy
Thanksgiving at the Table

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
Lamb of God
Communion
Communion Hymn
Post Communion Canticle
Prayer after Communion
Closing Blessing
Closing Hymn
Dismissal

Readings for next week on January 17, 2021
First Reading:
Psalm:
Second Reading:
Gospel:

January 2021
Sunday
27

1 Samuel 3:1-10 [11-20]
Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18
1 Corinthians 6:12-20
John 1:43-51
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- Most LIVE events are available via Sarajean Grainson’s FB Page
and Zoom

GIFT CARDS FUNDRAISER
TO SUPPORT THE
GIVING GARDEN: For the year 2020 Holy Trinity delivered 1547 lbs. of food to LSS. That included 74
lbs. from the Victory Garden. We were a little disappointed with the yield this year. The prior year
yielded around 200 lbs. of vegetables. Recently the delivery to LSS was 135 lbs. Much gratitude to
each and everyone who donated. The items always needed at LSS are: complete pancake mix and
syrup, jam/jelly, canned meats and jarred tomato sauce (no glass please).

**Please call the church office before you come to drop off anything at the church to be
sure someone is there to let you in. Schedules are very uncertain at this time**

_______________________________________________________________

Monthly Financials
December 2020
*Weekly Offerings & Tithe.ly include holidays
Expenses
$20,208
*Weekly Offerings
$ 15,864
Vanco Offerings
$ 1,663
*Tithe.ly Offerings
$ 4,441
Total Offerings
$ 21,968
Over
$ 1,760
________________________________________________________________

Giving through Vanco or Tithe.ly?

Thank you for your consistent giving!

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND
ShopWithScrip allows families to raise money for Holy Trinity Lutheran Church
by using gift cards to pay for everyday purchases and by purchasing gift cards
for family members, teachers, coaches, bus drivers etc. Save the trip to the
store by ordering your gift cards at Holy Trinity. By using ShopWithScrip, Holy
Trinity receives money back from each gift card purchased.
Order forms can be found in the HT Café. Your order form can be placed in the
collection plate or given to Lynn Butte. If you have any questions regarding this
fundraiser or placing an order, please contact Lynn Butte at 516-238-1035, by
text or calling or by email at lybutte@aol.com.
___________________________________________________________________________

Support Holy Trinity withTithe.ly.
It’s a quick and easy way to support what is happening here at Holy Trinity.
The ELCA and our congregation have partnered with Tithe.ly to help people easily and
consistently give to HT.
Tithe.ly was begun by a pastor to assist churches with stewardship and to facilitate giving.
There is now a "donate" button on the opening page of the Holy Trinity website. It will bring
you to a one-page document that will allow you to give a one-time offering or to set up
weekly giving. Or you can use this link: https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-onetime/266952
Tithe.ly even has a mobile app that will allow you to give on your phone.
One of the many advantages to Tithe.ly is that it’s incredibly easy to use and it gives you
complete control over your giving. Please consider covering the transaction fee especially
for altar flowers and fundraisers. Thank you!
Holy Trinity is completely dependent on weekly giving to allow us to continue the work we
do.

Sunday Scripture Reflection
Reading, studying, and especially prayerful reflection of the scriptures is central to the
spiritual life of a Christian. To encourage this and frame it in a new way, I'll be beginning a
bi-weekly reflection on the upcoming Sunday scriptures.

Q: What is the Lutheran belief on sacraments? Why are there only two when some
other Christian traditions have seven?
- Anonymous

This won't be a traditional bible study where the pastor leads and breaks down a book or a
passage or a series for everyone. Rather, it will be all of us bringing our own thoughts,
questions, and insights on the scriptures to share equally. Guidance questions will be given to
direct our reflection, but any and all insights are welcome and encouraged.
Focusing on the Sunday lessons allows us all to enter more deeply into Sunday eucharistic
worship. We will gather via Zoom on the 2nd and 4th Thursday of the month. Any and all are
welcome.
th

Our first reflection will be on, Thursday January 14 at 7p
Hope you can join us from the warmth and comfort of your home.
Pr David
_________________________________________________________________________

A: It's true that Martin Luther only recognized two sacraments of the seven that were
part of the Roman tradition of Christianity from which he came. Martin, as part of his
challenge and rethinking and reform of the church, used as his guiding principle the
scriptures (sola scriptura) to determine what practices should and should not be
retained in the church. In other words, his fundamental litmus test for any teaching
was if it could be found rooted clearly in scripture rather than a human-made
tradition. This applied to the sacraments as well.
In going through the Gospels, Martin could only find two sacraments that were
specifically rooted in a clear command of Christ: baptism and eucharist.
Christ commanded his disciples to baptize in Matthew 28 in what is known as the
great commission:
“Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit....”

Periodically in the bulletin there will be a section in which anyone can write a
question regarding faith that they would like to know more about, tear it off,
and drop it in the collection plate.
My hope is that we can learn more about our faith together. - Pr David
ASK THE PASTOR - PLEASE TEAR OFF, FILL OUT & SEND TO OFFICE
Name (optional):_____________________________________

The other place he found this was in the eucharist at the last supper when he told
the disciples in Luke 22:
“Do this for the remembrance of me.”
These two imperatives of “do“ and “go” were Luther's decisive proof that these truly
were sacramental actions of the church because they were commanded by Christ.
Though Martin saw the remaining five as holy and important to the life of the church,
as we continue to in the Lutheran tradition, he could not find scriptural roots for

My question is:____________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

them; therefore, he did not consider them to be truly sacramental.

God has an individual plan and path for each of our lives. Sometimes
it's not always clear where or how God is calling us. Though God is
always speaking, we sometimes have difficulty hearing. Spiritual
direction is a method of trying to both clarify God's voice as well as
deepen our spiritual life as Christians.
As the name implies, it doesn't center on emotional or psychological
struggles, though they may be discussed tangentially as they relate to
spirituality as a guide through them. Rather, it centers on prayer,
discernment, and deepening your relationship with God.

INTERCESSORY PRAYERS are prayers offered for those with special needs, for those who mourn,
and for those offering thanks. Please speak to Pastor David or call the office, if you have a request.
For Members: Ted Messler, Elsie Warren, Diana Forman, Dot Froese, Nancy Giuffrida, Larry
Thomsen, Al Manhan
For Friends and Relatives: Bierle Family, Margie Daily, William Ferguson, Arlene Fielding, Graham
Fielding, Patricia Martin, Jan Warren, Alana, John, Dawn & Nancy S, Holly, Josephine, Mary,
Fireman Ronnie and his family, Ed M, Marie Giamimo, Nancy Kirk, Sarah, Peter Eriksen, Rachael
Eriksen, John Szatny, Sarina Vito, Kaylee Lindauer, Debbie Nastri, Dennis, Charlie Strecker, Kaylee
Wegener, Lindsey Kolb, Rosie D’Errico, Matthew Antone, Lara Mesita, Dienamarie, George Bittle,
Earle, Dianne Giorlando, Peter Butte, Florence Dillon, Susan, Gloria Taza, Patrick Flatley, William
Anthony Sr., David Spencer, Corinne, Lincoln, Susan Helsinger, Jimmy Gallagher, Lorrie Prager,
Billy, Elizabeth & Daniel McCarron, Kenny Brown, Barnet Levinson, Jean Murphy & Family, Barney
Gorman, Susan Lau, Peggie Jancer, Beth, Cooper, Sophia Weisser, Roseanne Forni, Theresa
Puma, Madison Milio, John Hajny
For Service Personnel: Major Ross Fielding, Sgt. Thomas Forman, Sgt. Jesse Gentile, Pr.
Terrence Walsh, SPC Christopher Sully
For First Responders & Fire Dept. Volunteers: Josh Friedrich- NYPD, Ed McNulty- FDNY,
Brendan Combs- Freeport PD, Steve Hajny – FDNY, EMT, Steven Beers – FDNY, Joe Muir – NYPD,
Robert Tucker, Carl Weeks, Bob Jacoby, Tyler Noboa – EMT, Anthony Rugolo - FDNY

Spiritual direction is also a very old and important practice in many
traditions of Christianity, including Lutheranism.
Beginning in January, I will offer to any who want spiritual direction
the opportunity to meet monthly to begin this time together for as
long or as briefly as you may feel helpful.
Please contact me if you have any questions at
pastordavid224@gmail.com.
There is no cost for Spiritual direction.
Pr David

Altar Flowers may be donated for $35 by calling Teri in the church office 516-766-2815.
SANCTUARY LAMPS burn in “memory of” through the following dates: Mr. MSV Subrmanian
(1/2021), Karen Ahnemann Lynch (4/2021), Sal Chiaffitelli (5/2021), Joseph D. Chiaffitelli (5/2021),
Jean Ackermann (5/2021), John Auerbach (5/2021), Christian Gumbrecht (5/2021), Harvey & Doris
Wegener (5/2021), Kathleen Diaz (5/2021), Henry & Adolfina Aherns (5/2021), Craig Simonsen
(8/2021), Lewis Simpkins (10/2021), Carol Metz (12/2021), Carroll Donnelly (6/2022), Gladys
Chiaffitelli (7/2022), Erich Weissert (12/2022), Harold Buck (10/2023)
Sanctuary lamps are available by sending $1 per week to the HT Office.
_______________________________________________________________________________

Holy Trinity Early Childhood Center
Offering Toddler, Preschool & Pre-K programs
516-766-9716
Lori Eriksen, Director

