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March 22, 2020 – Fourth Sunday in Lent

Entrance Song

Greeting
Confession and Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who is present, who gives life,
who calls into existence the things that do not exist.
Amen.
If you were to keep watch over sins, O Lord, who could stand?
Yet with you is forgiveness, and so we confess.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Gracious God,
have mercy on us.
We confess that we have turned away from you,
knowingly and unknowingly.
We have wandered from your resurrection life.
We have strayed from your love for all people.
Turn us back to you, O God.
Give us new hearts and right spirits,
that we may find what is pleasing to you
and dwell in your house forever. Amen.
Receive good news: God turns to you in love.
“I will put my spirit in you, and you shall live,” says our God.
All your sin is forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ,
who is the free and abounding gift of God’s grace for you.
Amen.

pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this one.” 9Then Jesse made Shammah
pass by. And he said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this one.” 10Jesse made seven of his sons pass
before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, “The LORD has not chosen any of these.” 11Samuel said to
Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And he said, “There remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping the
sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him; for we will not sit down until he comes
here.” 12He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was handsome.
The LORD said, “Rise and anoint him; for this is the one.” 13Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and
anointed him in the presence of his brothers; and the spirit of the LORD came mightily upon David
from that day forward. Samuel then set out and went to Ramah.

Psalm 23
1

The LORD| is my shepherd;
I shall not | be in want.
2
The LORD makes me lie down | in green pastures
and leads me be- | side still waters.
3
You restore my | soul, O LORD,
and guide me along right pathways | for your name’s sake.
4
Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall | fear no evil;
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they | comfort me. R
5
You prepare a table before me in the presence | of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is | running over.
6
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days | of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the | LORD forever. R

Second Reading: Ephesians 5:8-14
8

Opening Prayer
First Reading: 1 Samuel 16:1-13
The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him from being
king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I
have provided for myself a king among his sons.” 2Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears of it, he
will kill me.” And the LORD said, “Take a heifer with you, and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to
the LORD.’ 3Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do; and you shall anoint
for me the one whom I name to you.” 4Samuel did what the LORD commanded, and came to
Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet him trembling, and said, “Do you come
peaceably?” 5He said, “Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the LORD; sanctify yourselves and
come with me to the sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice.
6
When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the LORD’s anointed is now before
the LORD.” 7But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his
stature, because I have rejected him; for the LORD does not see as mortals see; they look on the
outward appearance, but the LORD looks on the heart.” 8Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him
1

Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children of light—9for the fruit
of the light is found in all that is good and right and true. 10Try to find out what is pleasing to the
Lord. 11Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. 12For it is shameful
even to mention what such people do secretly; 13but everything exposed by the light becomes
visible, 14for everything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says,
“Sleeper, awake!
Rise from the dead,
and Christ will shine on you.”

Gospel Acclamation
Gospel: John 9:1-41
As [Jesus] walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who
sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his
parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. 4We must work the
works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming when no one can work. 5As long as I am in
1

the world, I am the light of the world.” 6When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud
with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, 7saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of
Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to see. 8The neighbors
and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man who used to sit and
beg?” 9Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, but it is someone like him.” He kept
saying, “I am the man.” 10But they kept asking him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” 11He
answered, “The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and
wash.’ Then I went and washed and received my sight.” 12They said to him, “Where is he?” He said,
“I do not know.”
13
They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 14Now it was a sabbath day
when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. 15Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how he
had received his sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I
see.” 16Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not observe the sabbath.”
But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?” And they were divided. 17So
they said again to the blind man, “What do you say about him? It was your eyes he opened.” He said,
“He is a prophet.”
18
The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they called the
parents of the man who had received his sight 19and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was
born blind? How then does he now see?” 20His parents answered, “We know that this is our son, and
that he was born blind; 21but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know who opened
his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” 22His parents said this because they were
afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the
Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. 23Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.”
24
So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to him, “Give glory
to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” 25He answered, “I do not know whether he is a sinner.
One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” 26They said to him, “What did he do to
you? How did he open your eyes?” 27He answered them, “I have told you already, and you would not
listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his disciples?” 28Then they
reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 29We know that God has
spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from.” 30The man answered,
“Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he opened my
eyes. 31We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who worships him and
obeys his will. 32Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a
person born blind. 33If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.” 34They answered him,
“You were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach us?” And they drove him out.
35
Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do you believe in the
Son of Man?” 36He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in him.” 37Jesus said
to him, “You have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.” 38He said, “Lord, I believe.” And
he worshiped him. 39Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment so that those who do not see may
see, and those who do see may become blind.” 40Some of the Pharisees near him heard this and said to
him, “Surely we are not blind, are we?” 41Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would not have
sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,’ your sin remains.”

Sermon

Hymn of the Day

Prayers of the People
Our Father

Readings for next week on March 29, 2020

Closing Prayer
Closing Blessing
Dismissal
Closing Song

First Reading:
Psalm:
Second Reading:
Gospel:

Ezekiel 37:1-14
Psalm 130
Romans 8:6-11
John 11:1-45

_________________________________________________________________________________

Easter is a joyous and glorious time for us as we celebrate our Lord's
Resurrection. For many, that joy is overshadowed by a feeling of
hunger. It is our purpose, at the New LIFE Center - Long Island, to
care for and uplift our neighbors and we invite you to participate in
building up the body of Christ.
We are asking for your help in providing Easter Food Baskets for
the hungry. These baskets are much more than food. They are a
visible sign that carries the message of Christ's love and concern.
Please help by donating any of these suggested items:
Cake Mix/Frosting/Brownies, Cookies/Candy, Juice/Canned Fruits
Tomato Sauce /Spaghett i Sauce, Sugar/Flour /Salt /Pepper, Mashed
Potatoes, Mac and Cheese/Pasta/Spaghetti, Pudding/Jello, Cereal
(Hot and Cold), Napkins, Pancake Mix/Syrup, Jelly, 1Lb. Bag or
Boxed Rice, Coffee/Tea/Hot Chocolate, Parmalot Milk
Fresh or Frozen Turkey/Ham/Chicken
Or in lieu of food donations, store Gift Certificates would also be
appreciated.
DISTRIBUTION OF FOOD BASKETS ARE TO BEGIN IN MARCH
AND WILL CONTINUE THROUGH APRIL.
Lutheran Social Services of New York - New LIFE Center - LI
311 Uniondale Ave., Uniondale 516-483-3240 www.lssny.org

Support Holy Trinity withTithe.ly.
It’s a quick and easy way to support what is happening here at Holy Trinity.
The ELCA and our congregation have partnered with Tithe.ly to help people easily and consistently
give to HT.

Know anyone that might want to rent our Parish Hall?
Perfect for showers, baptism celebrations, etc.
Call the HT Office for more information at 516-766-2815.
______________________________________________________________________________

GIFT CARDS FUNDRAISER
TO SUPPORT THE

Tithe.ly was begun by a pastor to assist churches with stewardship and to facilitate giving.
There is now a "donate" button on the opening page of the Holy Trinity website. It will bring you to a
one-page document that will allow you to give a one-time offering or to set up weekly giving.
Tithe.ly even has a mobile app that will allow you to give on your phone.
One of the many advantages to Tithe.ly is that it incredibly easy to use and it gives you complete
control over your giving. Please consider covering the transaction fee especially for altar flowers and
fundraisers. Thank you!
Holy Trinity is completely dependent on weekly giving to allow us to continue the work we do.
__________________________________________________________________________________

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND
The holiday retailer list has arrived! Pick up your copy in the HT Café. Low
denomination cards are available, see the $10 and under gift card section of
the retailer list.
ShopWithScrip allows families to raise money for Holy Trinity Lutheran Church
by using gift cards to pay for everyday purchases and by purchasing gift cards
for family members, teachers, coaches, bus drivers etc. Save the trip to the
store by ordering your gift cards at Holy Trinity. By using ShopWithScrip, Holy
Trinity receives money back from each gift card purchased.
Order forms can be found in the HT Café. Your order form can be placed in the
collection plate or given to Lynn Butte. If you have any questions regarding this
fundraiser or placing an order, please contact Lynn Butte at 516-238-1035, by
text or calling or by email at lybutte@aol.com.
Thank you for your support as we work to pay off our Capital Improvement
Loan!

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND
Can you do more financially for Holy Trinity? Would you consider
organizing a fundraiser to benefit the Capital Improvement Fund?
It’s easier than ever to give! Go to
www.holytrinitylutheranchurchrvc.com and donate through the
“Tithe.ly” link.
Thank you for everything you do for HT! We need you every season of
the year to consistently give.
Contact Lynn Butte with any fundraising ideas at 516-238-1035.

Friday Evening Prayer
The Hansen Family would like to invite adult members of Holy Trinity
to a meet and greet for Dr. Joann Heaney- Hunter, our intern.

This event is postponed.

____________________________________________________________

Lent is the Season of the Desert:

Peasant food and prayer
This event will be LIVE at 7pm on 3/23 via zoom.
Please start logging in at 6:45 pm.
Link: zoom.us/j/3527499522 Mtg ID# 352-749-9522
We will be doing Lectio Divinia – when we read the gospel message three
times and write what we think we heard from the Holy Spirit. Discussion will
follow via microphones on zoom.
You can even have some soup that you make at home!
___________________________________________________

A time to still and quiet our minds and LISTEN
Every Friday in Lent, all are invited to join together
in the chapel at 7:00p for 30 minutes in prayer

+ + + + + + +
This will be a time of mediation and reflection
using a combination of silence, singing bowls, meditative music,
and only minimal speaking

GIVING GARDEN: During 2019 Holy Trinity donated 2238 lbs. of food to LSS (252 of that was
from the Victory Garden the balance from the Giving Garden). During February of this year
two deliveries were made for a total of 150 lbs. Your generosity is greatly appreciated! The
items currently needed are: Hot and cold cereal, complete pancake mix and syrup,
jam/jelly, white rice 1 or 2 lb. bags/boxes, spaghetti, jarred tomato sauce, canned pastas i.e.
chef-boy-r-dee, baby formula and baby foods plus diapers sizes 3, 4 or 5.

+++++++++
Hope you can join us for this time of quieting your spirit
to hear what God is saying to you

Periodically in the bulletin there will be a section in which anyone can write a
question regarding faith that they would like to know more about, tear it off,
and drop it in the collection plate.
My hope is that we can learn more about our faith together. - Pr David
ASK THE PASTOR - PLEASE TEAR OFF, FILL OUT & PUT IN COLLECTION PLATE
Name (optional):_____________________________________
My question is:
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________

My name is Mrs. Phyllis Volgyi and I am a NEW YORK STATE CERTIFIED
SPANISH TEACHER GRADES 7 - 12. I previously taught in the Oceanside School
District for 30 + years in both the Middle School and the Senior HS. My areas of
certification include: Flex/Fles Spanish, Intro Spanish, Regents Level Spanish,
Spanish Levels IV + V, College Spanish and Portfolio Spanish.
Tutoring dates and times are FLEXIBLE in order to accommodate the student's
schedule.
The session is "1 hour" and the fee is $40. I will be donating all proceeds back to
the Holy Trinity Capital Improvement Campaign. Home phone: 516 - 678 – 2195
________________________________________________________________________

This event is postponed.

Giving through Vanco or Tithe.ly?

___________________________________________________

Please take a green card from the back of the church and put
it in the collection basket when it comes around.
_________________________________________________________________________

The next prayer meeting is Monday, April 27 at 7 pm. We
will be celebrating the Resurrection. –Deacon Grace
___________________________________________________________________

11TH ANNUAL BABY SHOWER BRUNCH
This event is postponed

Monthly Financials
February 2020
All figures include holidays.
Expenses
$20,208
Weekly Offerings
$9,230
Vanco Offerings
$1,760
Tithe.ly Offerings
$2,599
Total Offerings
$13,589

Under

$6,619

March 2020
The Creed
The word Creed comes from the Latin “Credo' which means “I Believe'.
The Apostles Creed and the Nicene Creed are used at different times of the year. Both are
statements of the basic beliefs we hold as Christians. It outlines the belief on the Trinity as
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well as the significant events of Christ's life which are the foundation of our Faith.
In the final section of both the Apostles' and the Nicene Creeds, we profess faith in
the catholic church. As Lutherans we may find that unusual. The word 'catholic' simply
means 'universal'. So in our profession of faith we are stating our belief in the one Universal
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one church rooted in the one Christ and are therefore, all sisters and brothers in our faith in
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As a people of faith, gathered to celebrate, it is right and good that we pray these
words together as a people.
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INTERCESSORY PRAYERS are prayers offered for those with special needs, for those who mourn,
and for those offering thanks. Please speak to Pastor David or call the office, if you have a request.
For Members: Ted Messler, Gladys Chiaffitelli, Elsie Warren, Diana Forman, Vilma Hendel, Dot
Froese, Nancy Giuffrida, Vinny Longo, Larry Thomsen, Al Manhan
For Friends and Relatives: Bierle Family, Margie Daily, William Ferguson, Arlene Fielding, Graham
Fielding, Patricia Martin, Jan Warren, Alana, John, Dawn & Nancy S, Holly, Josephine, Mary,
Fireman Ronnie and his family, Ed M, Marie Giamimo, Nancy Kirk, Sarah, Peter Eriksen, Rachael
Eriksen, John Szatny, Sarina Vito, Kaylee Lindauer, Debbie Nastri, Jean Buckley, Dennis, Charlie
Strecker, Kaylee Wegener, Lindsey Kolb, Rosie D’Errico, Matthew Antone, Lara Mesita, Dienamarie,
George Bittle, Earle, Dianne Giorlando, Peter Butte, Florence Dillon, Susan, Gloria Taza, Patrick
Flatley, William Anthony Sr., David Spencer, Corinne, Lincoln, Susan Helsinger, Jimmy Gallagher,
Lorrie Prager, Carol Milone, Billy, Elizabeth & Daniel McCarron, Kenny Brown, Barnet Levinson,
Jean Murphy & Family, Bob & Benita Gillespie, Barney Gorman, Susan Lau, Peggie Jancer, Beth,
Cooper, Sophia Weissert, Richard Bailey
For Service Personnel: Major Ross Fielding, Sgt. Thomas Forman, Sgt. Jesse Gentile, Pr.
Terrence Walsh, SPC Christopher Sully
For First Responders & Fire Dept. Volunteers: Josh Friedrich- NYPD, Ed McNulty- FDNY,
Brendan Combs- Freeport PD, Steve Hajny – FDNY, EMT, Matthew Lindner – FDNY, Steven Beers –
FDNY, Joe Muir – NYPD, Robert Tucker, Carl Weeks, Bob Jacoby

Altar Flowers are available for $35 by calling Teri in church office.
SANCTUARY LAMPS burn in “memory of” through the following dates: Richard Bailey (4/2020),
Craig Simonsen (3/2020), Lewis Simpkins (3/2020), Joseph Chiaffitelli (4/2020), Karen Ahnemann
Lynch (4/2020), Jean Ackermann (4/2020), John Auerbach (4/2020), Christian Gumbrecht (4/2020),
Harvey & Doris Wegener (4/2020), Sal Chiaffitelli (5/2020), Henry & Adolfina Aherns (5/2020), Frank
Germano (6/2020), Mr. MSV Subrmanian (1/2021), Carol Metz (12/2021), Carroll Donnelly (6/2022),
Erich Weissert (12/2022), Harold Buck (10/2023)
Sanctuary lamps are available by sending $1 per week to the HT Office.
________________________________________________________________________________

HOLY TRINITY EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER
www.holytrinityecc.com

Phone: (516) 766-9716

Mondays & Wednesdays Hours 9 am – 3 pm
Tuesdays, Thursdays & Fridays Hours 9am – 12:30 pm

